I
f you've been following the fortunes of Northeastern in recent years (and we think you have), you'll know how large a part research, scholarship, and creative activity now plays in the way our students and faculty make an impact on the world. It's not only the stars of research that have brought Northeastern to prominence in this area: people like Slava Epstein, Kim Lewis, and Michail Sitkovsky, who are setting the world alight with their achievements. Overall, our faculty published 80% more peer-reviewed articles and books in 2013 than in 2006. And students engage with research at all stages of their academic career here in a way that would have been unimaginable a generation ago.
What is also unimaginable is that all of this could have been accomplished without the support and involvement of a really high-quality research library. As you read through this newsletter, you can get an insight into some of the ways in which we here in Snell Library are working closely with students and researchers to further their ambitions and enable their creative scholarship. The Library's growing role in enabling more top-class research is taking many shapes. It can be seen in the growing range of digital journals and e-books provided by your generosity; in the fascinating new services like the 3D Printing Studio that we have been able to bring on stream through giving to the Dean's Innovation Fund; or in the expertise of library professionals staffing new teams such as our Digital Scholarship Group, which you can read about on page 4. In all these areas we know we have you to thank for your support and for our success. Words from Library Friends U niversity Libraries recently welcomed Elana Thomas as our new development officer. As both a Northeastern alumna and current student, she looks forward to engaging with all who partner with the library.
Your contributions help us to provide a high level of academic support for our students and faculty and to enrich the education, teaching, and learning experiences for our researchers. To learn how you can support the library please visit library.northeastern.edu/about/giving or contact Elana Thomas at e.thomas@neu.edu or 617.373.5452.
"To provide an environment and opportunity where students and faculty can design, discover, and shape the future is a fabulous, priceless gift! From the 3D printer to the collaborative study spaces to preserving NU's history, I am proud to be considered one of NU Library's supporters!"
-Marie Berry, N'86
"The 3D Printing Studio is a great resource for students to bring in their personal projects and make them come to life" -Steven Seeberger, COE'18 "The library is a central place on campus. It is a collaborative space where students are able to study quietly on their own or with other students. Being able to reserve study rooms provides a quiet space without distractions and is extremely helpful for my mentoring meetings. "We hope that this assignment can become a Lego-like component," said Dr. Connell, and that it will "live on as a model and be disseminated so that it can be successful as a way to introduce undergraduate students to the methods of digital scholarship." in this way in order to teach our next generation of researchers the newest methods of discovery.
I
n Professor Reagle's Online Communities class, students are given the opportunity to explore and contribute to online communities. As a major assignment, students are asked to either update or create an article of their choice on Wikipedia. The library provides semester-long support for this project, offering students resources and guiding them through the creation of content within Wikipedia.
Many of Professor Reagle's students choose to base their articles on materials from our Archives and Special Collections department, which focus on the prominent activists and organizations that worked toward justice and enduring change in Boston's underrepresented communities. Students gather content for their entry by visiting the Northeastern Archives and identifying supporting articles and records, and then by searching rich online historical newspapers. These online newspapers are available through our library subscription, so students using these resources are enhancing Wikipedia and the broader Internet with information to which they have special access to as Northeastern students. Through the process of writing these robust Wikipedia entries, students learn how to use our special collections and online resources to make Boston's local histories of underrepresented communities available to a larger audience.
Before taking the Online Communities class I had never been to the archives or done anything with Wikipedia," said communications major, Tessa Rose, AMD'15. "I had a lot of fun going through the tons of materials that the Northeastern Archives had on my topic. They had a wide variety of resources from old meeting minutes to photographs to information pamphlets dating back to the 40's. The staff in the Northeastern Archives are very friendly and always willing to answer any questions I had about their resources, showing me how to get the most out of them."
Making Local Histories Available
"The experience of creating a Wikipedia entry taught me to be open-minded: the most usable information can sometimes come from the most unlikely source! My topic for this assignment was the Elma Lewis School of Fine Arts. While Elma's description of the school's history was vital to my research, some of the most important facts and dates were gleaned from contracts, bills, and formal documents," shared communications major, Anna Glina, AMD'16, "The Northeastern Archives give students the opportunity to understand the gravity, implication, and historic context of their topic. Northeastern Archives contain an unprecedented amount of unique documents and content that, when preserved and presented to the public, supplement Boston's changing, complex, and incredibly interesting history." This spring, we sat down with Eric Tyler, the library liaison to the Student Government Association, and User Engagement and Assessment Librarian, Karen Merguerian, to find out about the progress and projects ongoing in the Council.
A User-Centered Library
What are some of the improvements that the Student Advisory Council has been able to make to the student experience at the library? ERIC: The Student Advisory Council has been able to improve use of space and facilities around the library. We discuss large issues like study space and smaller things like organizing study breaks for students during finals. KAREN: We also heard from the Council that the library needed to be more active on social media, so we became more active on social media. For student messages, we put the bulk of our communications on Twitter and Facebook in addition to the library's website.
What do students want to see more of? ERIC: I think it's all different types of space; group and individual study space. Definitely leaning more towards group study space, though. We found that students really prefer to study at large tables with chairs; spaces conducive to group study. The most recent change that students appreciate is the addition of one hundred new seats on the fourth floor. Students always appreciate more space since it's hard to come by at Northeastern. The addition that I think students find the coolest is the office supplies vending machine. The range of ideas that can be brought to life in the studio is limitless. Here are several inspiring projects from the past year.
MARINE SCIENCE
"Part of our research at the Patterson Lab focuses on studying the physiology and biomechanics of corals. I needed to replace a specifically sized propeller to drive and control the water flow over small coral colonies during experiments and was unable to find it online. I decided to give 3D printing a try and designed a custom propeller to fit in the flume.
With the custom 3D printed propellers working in the flume, I am once again busy making measurements of oxygen levels inside of corals." 
